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Our Vision

Our vision is to promote stewardship of Wyoming’s iconic landscapes by:

Inspiring Discoveries
Advance the frontiers of knowl-
edge by creating unique opportu-
nities for scholars in Wyoming’s
iconic landscapes

Elevating Experiences
Enhance and expand opportuni-
ties for place-based learning for
UW students, community schol-
ars, and the public

Connecting Communities
Share research and learning op-
portunities that cross boundaries
and foster cooperation, under-
standing, and discourse.

The Mission

To achieve our vision, UW students and faculty partner with the National Park Service and others to increase
opportunities for research, scholarship, creative and cultural activities, and courses connected to Wyoming’s
iconic landscapes and ecosystems, its Native American culture and heritage, and its traditions from ranching

to recreation.

Availability of Research Project Reports
The following project reports have been prepared primarily for administrative use. The information reported is
preliminary and may be subject to change as investigations continue. Consequently, information presented may
not be used without written permission from the author(s). Reports from past research at the Research Station
are available online. For reports 1954, go to the Jackson Hole Research Station Archives (https://journals.uwyo.
edu/index.php/jhrs/issue/archive), and for reports 1977-present, visit the UW-NPS Research Station Archives
(https://journals.uwyo.edu/index.php/uwnpsrc/issue/archive).
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Director’s Column, 43rd Annual Report 2020

The UW-NPS Research Station operates a field station facility at the AMK Ranch on Jackson Lake in Grand
Teton National Park (GTNP). UW-NPS provides researchers in the biological, physical and social sciences
and cultural resources an enhanced opportunity to work in the diverse aquatic and terrestrial environments
of GTNP, Yellowstone National Park and the surrounding Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE). Station
facilities include housing for up to 60 researchers, wet and dry laboratories, a library with internet access,
boats, and shop facilities. The station is available to researchers working in the GYE regardless of funding
source, although priority is given to individuals whose projects are funded by UW-NPS.

The Research Station continues to administer a small grants program to fund research addressing ap-
plied and basic scientific questions, often related to park management. Research proposals are reviewed
and evaluated by the Research Station’s proposal review committee, which is composed of University faculty
and National Park Service representatives and is chaired by the Director of the UW-NPS Research Station.
Research contracts are usually awarded by early April.

Due to the global pandemic, University of Wyoming (UW) and GTNP operations were severely cur-
tailed beginning in March 2020. The station was shut down for the 2020 season, preventing many researchers
from conducting planned research in the park and surrounding area. However, the small grants program
continued, with additional flexibility provided to researchers with regard to the timing of work and of grant
periods. As such, annual reports were still completed by many of the small grant recipients, providing continuity
in documenting ongoing research during this challenging time. The reports herein are therefore for grants
awarded in 2020; due to reporting extensions, they may include data from 2021.

Following on a new 20-year General Agreement between UW and GTNP, negotiated and signed in
2018, the University has made substantial investments in infrastructure, including replacing multiple building
roofs, extensive pest mitigation, and building a new water and wastewater system. In parallel, a UW task force
has engaged dozens of faculty and administrators across campus to re-envision the role of this unique facility,
resulting in a new vision and mission and elevating the facility to be a key priority for the University.

When I accepted the Director position for the UW-NPS Research Station in 2016, I took on the role
because I had a vision to transform the station into a world-class facility and the premiere place of scholarship
in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. The tireless work of our outstanding staff with limited resources, the
engagement of UW administrators passionate about the station’s success (in particular, William H. Mai), and
the warm, productive, and long-running collaborations with our Grand Teton National Partners have put us
squarely on the path to that vision. Now that the station is on that path, I have decided that it is time for me to
step down. I look forward to watching the station continue to grow and to joining Harlow summer seminars as
an audience member.

Hope we meet on the dock soon,

Michael
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