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Directions
Make a copy of this template for your team. As a team, work through answering these questions in the research plan guide below. You may answer them one by one or you may write a narrative paragraph after each section that communicates the answers to the collective questions in each section. The latter approach will get you a step closer to compiling this information into a final report at the end of class. The former approach (answering the questions one by one) is totally fine, but you’ll need at some point to pull the answers together into a narrative description of your methods for the final paper.
This template is based on the Sage Video (Jensen & Laurie, 2017) you watched for class, as the two researchers describe the process of developing a research design.
Source: Jensen, E., & Laurie, C. (Academics). (2017). An introduction to research design [Video]. Sage       Research Methods. https://doi.org/10.4135/9781473992306
CONSIDER THE OVERALL PROJECT TIMELINE
· Week of Nov 5: Finalize Research Plan
· Week of Nov 12: Data Collection
· Week of Nov 19: Data Collection and Analysis
· Week of Dec 3: Team Results/Findings/Next Steps
· Dec 9: Final Paper due
Keep the timeline in mind as you design your plan. 
Team Members

Research Topic/Title

Develop Research Questions
· What do you want to know?
· What is the population(people) that you want to study?
· Have you specified the main variables/key terms/key concepts that you are interested in?
· How can you limit the research scope to the context of this course?
Operationalize Key Ideas
· What are the key ideas being addressed in your research questions?
· Are the key ideas emerging from specific literature (researchers) you have already read? 
· What information do you need to answer your research question(s)?
Select Research Methods
· What type of data will you collect? 
· Who will you collect that data from? 
· Where will you collect that data? 
· How will you collect that data? 
· Will it be feasible to gather the data you need in the time that you have available?
· How will you keep track of your process, the changes that you make, and why you may make those decisions?
· Develop and attach the specific data collection tools you will use (such as: the survey and its questions; a request for artifacts; an interview plan with the questions to be asked; etc.) Be sure this is in a format that I can edit/give feedback on. 
Choose a Framework
Sometimes researchers build a framework or model of what they are researching to represent the relationship between key ideas or concepts. Their research may be investigating part of or the whole of the framework/model. You might have started to identify relationships between key concepts from the literature. If you have, you can describe the developing framework for your study here. If you do not have a framework or are studying just one concept, explain that concept here.
Weigh Risks & Opportunities
· Ethical Considerations: How will you ensure safety and privacy for your participants?
· More information on this will be shared in class in Week 10
· Consent Form: How will you let potential participants/respondents know what they are agreeing to do?
· More information on this will be shared in class in Week 10
Self-Assess Research Skills: Who on the Team Brings What Skills?
· What experiences are you bringing to this study to support the success of your study? (Think back to those assets that you identified earlier.)
· What knowledge gaps or needs areas does your team have that might need to be bolstered? 


Data Analysis: (More information on this will be shared in classes in Week 13.)
· Is the data you are collecting qualitative or quantitative? Describe why. 
· What approaches to analyzing the data will you be using? (You might be using quantitative approaches like calculations or statistics or you might be using qualitative approaches like coding data for significant insights and identifying themes or patterns.) 
· How will you keep track of your process, the activities you do, and why you may make those decisions?
Team Member Contributions
Each team member should note exactly what and how they contributed to the content of this Research Plan.
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