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Reading Research Literature
Reading through research papers can be daunting. But it can be very useful because it helps you start to understand what is already known and what is still unknown or not fully understood. I recommend you read the title, abstract, introduction, headings, first and last sentence of each paragraph and conclusion. This should let you determine if the paper has merit for your project. If so, continue on. In the following table, I summarize questions that could guide your reading and your note-taking AND the locations in the article where you might find some of this information.
· I suggest after you read a bit deeper, you write at least 3-4 sentences that captures the argument the article is making.
· I suggest you certainly focus on these people's research questions (to help you focus yours) and their methods (to give you ideas about your future ones).

	Questions that Guide Your Reading and Note-taking
	Sections (look for headers) in Research Articles Where Answers May Exist

	
What are the key terms or concepts and their definitions?
	Keywords (listed near title sometimes) 
Abstract
Literature Review

	What is this study's research question (quote it if copying verbatim)?
	Methods/Methodology

	What people were involved in the study?
	Methods/Methodology

	What methods (approach to the study) did they take? For example, did they use a survey, an interview, a test, brain imaging, public data etc.?
	Methods/Methodology

Appendix/Appendices (may exist at end of article)

	What did their study discover? (e.g., what did they find out?)
	Findings / Results

	What do they think still needs to be studied? (e.g., what did they not find out? what do they think should be studied next?)
	Discussion Conclusion
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