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In the latter half the semester, small groups will lead an independent inquiry on a topic of interest to you and a small group of peers. You, as youth, will lead this investigation with support from the instructors. This assignment description includes all the layers of assignments that contribute in total to the large research project, but individual assignments will be posted that reflect each small contribution.
Note that there are some individual contributions and group contributions. The project is broken down into parts, as these key milestones will guide your progress toward completion.  
	Youth-Led Research Project, 
including:
	Points 
86 (Total)

	Research Topic (individual): Every student will submit at least 2 (or more) research topics that interest you that you might consider pitching to the class. These initial ideas will be used during our time with the university librarian.
	0 (Cr/NC)

	Research Pitch (individual): Every student will orally pitch a research idea that focuses on a proposed inquiry to investigate a youth-focused issue or challenge that involves technology in society or education.
	4

	Research Project Focus and Team Contract (group): Your group will complete a handout that hones your research project focus, including research questions and group roles.
	2

	Research Literature Review Summaries (group): Your group will use the literature you've amassed in NoodleTools to fill out details about each relevant article into a spreadsheet organizer. 
	8

	Research Plan (group): Your group will complete your research plan, revising or expanding (as needed) your research questions, your youth participant focus, your access to such youth, your methods of inquiry, your schedule, and your optimal presentation context.
	4

	Data Analysis Preparation Plan (group): Your group will complete the table for your project as best as you can to plan the analysis you need to do to answer your research questions.
	0 (Cr/NC)

	Written Literature Review Draft (group): Your group will write a literature review section for your final paper, based on the literature review summary spreadsheet. This review should formally support the research questions and research plan you developed.
	4

	Written Methods Draft  (group): Your group will write a methods section for your final paper, based on the research plan and literature review that you conducted. 
	4

	Team Research Presentation (group): Your group will present the findings of your inquiry and future action steps to (optimally) the youth audience that was the focus of your study. 
	10

	Team Research Report (group): Your group will write a Findings section to your report to capture the analysis and results you discovered through the inquiry. Your group will identify near or far-action steps that could be taken by you or your focal audience or other related people or entities that relate to the inquiry topic.
	30

	Individual/Group Contributions (individual): At the close of the project, each individual will submit a statement of their individual contributions as well as rate their peer contributions. Using this information, along with instructor observations across the semester, each person will earn a group contribution grade.
	20
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