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Discussion Forum Activity Rubric

Irene A. Bal, Loyola University Maryland
Each discussion forum is worth 20 points: 10 points for the main post and 10 points for the response post.
	Forum Aspect
	Proficient
	Developing
	Not Evident
	Points

	Main Post 
(Critical Analysis)
	· An excellent understanding of the required readings and/or underlying concepts.
· Correct use of terminology.
· Integration of the current and previous course learning materials, outside resources, relevant research, and/or specific real-life application (work experience, prior coursework, etc.) to support important points.
· Minimal use of direct quotes or experiences.
7
	· Some understanding of the required readings and/or underlying concepts.
· Mostly correct use of terminology.
· Some integration of the current and previous course learning materials, outside resources, relevant research, and/or specific real-life application (work experience, prior coursework, etc.) to support important points.
· A lot of the content is direct quotes or experiences.
4
	· No understanding of the required readings and/or underlying concepts.
· Incorrect use of terminology.
· No integration of the current and previous course learning materials, outside resources, relevant research, and/or specific real-life application (work experience, prior coursework, etc.) to support important points.
· Most of the content is direct quotes or experiences.
0
	/7

	
	· Legible, accessible, and/or viewable writing or artifacts.
· Clearly organized thoughts.
· Very few to no grammar, punctuation, usage, and spelling errors.
3
	· Somewhat legible, accessible, and/or viewable writing or artifacts.
· Mostly organized thoughts.
· Some grammar, punctuation, usage, and spelling errors.
1
	· Not legible, accessible, and/or no viewable writing or artifacts.
· No organized thoughts.
· Many grammar, punctuation, usage, and spelling errors.
0
	/3
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	Forum Aspect
	Proficient
	Developing
	Not Evident
	Points

	Response
(Participation in the Learning Community)
	· Integration of the current and previous course learning materials, outside resources, relevant research, and/or specific real-life application (work experience, prior coursework, etc.).
· A continued discussion of the prompt by building on the original post content.
· A detailed explanation of your thoughts and/or feelings towards a specific post. This explanation should go beyond a general statement of agreeing or disagreeing on a topic.
· Minimal use of direct quotes or experiences.
7
	· Some integration of the current and previous course learning materials, outside resources, relevant research, and/or specific real-life application (work experience, prior coursework, etc.).
· The response somewhat builds on the original post content.
· Some explanation of your thoughts and/or feelings towards a specific post.
· A lot of the content is direct quotes or experiences.
4
	· No integration of the current and previous course learning materials, outside resources, relevant research, and/or specific real-life application (work experience, prior coursework, etc.).
· The response does not build on the original post content.
· No explanation of your thoughts and/or feelings towards a specific post.
· Most of the content is direct quotes or experiences.
0
	/7

	
	· Legible, accessible, and/or viewable writing or artifacts.
· Clearly organized thoughts.
· Very few to no grammar, punctuation, usage, and spelling errors.
3
	· Somewhat legible, accessible, and/or viewable writing or artifacts.
· Mostly organized thoughts.
· Some grammar, punctuation, usage, and spelling errors.
1
	· Not legible, accessible, and/or no viewable writing or artifacts.
· No organized thoughts.
· Many grammar, punctuation, usage, and spelling errors.
0
	/3

	Total:
	/20
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