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Sustainability Course Project Overview 
For this activity, you will investigate GenAI and/or a specific GenAI platform, its environmental impacts and consider whether or not the benefits of these technologies outweigh the detriments. From your investigation, recall that you will want to note your key observations and findings to decide:
1. What does society need to know about GenAI’s environmental implications? 
2. What guidance do you feel is necessary so that the broader public understands how to address the role of GenAI in our society? 
Project Objectives:
For this activity, you will:
1. Conduct research about GenAI using recent journalism, peer-reviewed articles, and other forms of media 
2. Engage in critical thinking and decision making
3. Develop a digital artifact that conveys a persuasive message about the impact the technology has on sustainable practices
4. Apply course concepts to make meaningful decisions of technology integration. 
In Class
In class, you and up to 4 other students can conduct collaborative research on GenAI. There is an outline below that you can use to justify your decisions. At the conclusion of this activity, you will engage in a jigsaw discussion with classmates where you will present and share your initial findings and recommendations. Your research will take the form of an ecocritical analysis (with an explicit focus on how the technology impacts the sustainability of environmental and social systems, among others). You are expected to locate at least 10 resources to support your research. 
Ecocritical investigations of technology
As Selwyn (2021) suggests, an ecocritical awareness of educational technology requires us, as users of emerging technology, to consider the environmental impact of these technologies during their entire lifecycle, from production to disposal. Questions to help you get your research started:
· What materials are used in the building of the emerging technology? Where are these materials found?

· What impact does the technology have on the environment? What environmental resources does the technology require and/or consume to perform efficiently? 
· What is the lifespan of the technology? How (and where) is it disposed? 
Creating a Public Service Announcement
You are to develop a visual public service announcement that informs the general public of your findings. Your public service announcement can come in multiple forms, including an infographic or comic-strip layout (as shown in class from Nott’s Hidden Systems) using Canva, StoryboardThat, Microsoft Word, or any other platform you are familiar with. In your public service announcement, you should include at least five key observations or takeaways about your technology that you believe the public should be aware of if they are to take appropriate action with/against GenAI, as well as your references. 
Reflection
In addition to your public service announcement, you will write a 2-3-page reflection. In your reflection, you should discuss:
1. What challenged your thinking about GenAI?
2. What did you find interesting during your research process? 
3. Given your findings, what alternative solutions do you propose?
4. How have your findings shaped how you will use (or not use) the technology? How will these findings impact how you will talk to others about their use of the technology? 
5. How does the technology impact the sustainability of social, educational, and environmental systems, among others?
6. How has your research encouraged new and critical thinking about emerging technologies?



Example Rubric 

	Criteria
	Exemplary 
	Proficient
	Developing
	Needs Work

	Research
	Locates at least 10 resources. Research is integrated into both the PSA and the reflection.
	Locates 10 resources. Resources provide a foundation for the PSA and reflection.
	Locates 5-9 resources for the PSA and reflection. 
	Less than 5 resources are identified for the PSA and Reflection. 

	Analysis
	Provides a thorough investigation by synthesizing resources and describing their ecological and societal impacts.
	Addresses the environmental and societal impacts of GenAI. Claims are supported by research. 
	Discusses environmental or societal impacts, but not both. Claims lack support from the research. 
	Analysis is superficial and does not integrate research. 

	PSA Messaging
	The PSA includes at least 5 insightful observations that can be used to inform the public. The messaging is persuasive. 
	The PSA includes 5 observations. The messaging is clear.
	The PSA includes 3-4 observations. The messaging is informative but lack clarity. 
	The PSA includes less than 3 observations and the messaging is unclear. 

	Reflection
	The reflection is thorough, addresses all of the prompts, and includes a reflection of how the activity has shaped the student’s thinking.  
	The reflection is complete and addresses the majority of the prompts. 
	The reflection is incomplete, addresses only a few prompts, and is superficial. 
	The reflection is superficial and fails to address how the activity shaped the student’s thinking. 

	Completeness 
	Both a reflection and a PSA are submitted with references.
	Both a reflection and PSA are submitted. There are minor errors in formatting. 
	Both a reflection and PSA are submitted. There are major errors in formatting. 
	The submission is incomplete and is missing either a PSA, a reflection, or both. 
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