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In Teton County there is an apparent stability in a large number of ~ 
different plant communities which at present are controlled both climat- · "i' r•,;·.. ,..J~r. ·"-~-: 
ically and edaphically. Real stability seems to be exhibited best by ".-tfl ~ · · 
b luebunch wheat grass shrub savannah occupying the lower foothills, by the -~~ ~ .\ : 
mature lodgepole pine forests, and by the limber pine savannah. ,- unl ~· 
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··~~ Vegetation is still developing in Teton County. Major postglacial ~·~~~ ·. 

tendency along the stream bottoms is to blue spruce climax, on the plains ,.; :(r~-~, t 

to lodgepole pine climax, and on north slopes and in wet areas to Engel- ·\->il;t ~; . 
"r ! """ 'I • 4 I ll I' spruce. , 9 ~ , • M • -4 I fJ 1 
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Disturbances are primarily two in number (1) control of fire, and , '.: · .. .; _1'· __ 
(2) supplemental feeding of elk. While fire historically would not be ..~.:.., r ...:.?.~""" 
considered a disturbance since it was a natural part of the environment, ~ -· 1

- \ ~-~1 

under modern management the "control of fire" must be called a disturbance. ~~-~r,, · 
If specific numbers of elk, balanced with habitat, were maintained sup- ~ .• JSr ~-~ • 

plemental feeding could be considered a readjustment to help nature. ~ 
However, the unlimited feed program of SO years or more duration is a ~ 
major disturbance. 
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